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A summer heat wave is upon us and what better time to dream about the cool, moist February air of San Francisco. Remember the high-energy buzz that lasted for weeks (or months) after you returned home from your last SFWC? Still in touch with new writing friends you met there? (If not, take a moment to send them a quick email and reconnect!) Has your writing improved due to something you learned at the conference? Do you have a success story to share with us? (See one below.) We so enjoyed your company and hope to see you again in 2007.

Save the date: President's Day Weekend, February 16-18, 2007. We will once again be at the fabulous InterContinental Mark Hopkins Hotel. The SFWC discounted room rate will be $142 per night! Be sure to ask for the SFWC rate when you register.

CONFERENCE SPEAKER UPDATE

We’ve been very busy signing up more than 50 fabulous authors, agents, editors and other publishing professionals who can’t wait to share their knowledge with you at the 2007 San Francisco Writers Conference.  Here’s a partial list:

Keynote Speakers:
Friday: Po Bronson, author of “Why Do I Love These People?”

Saturday: Firoozeh Dumas, author of “Funny in Farsi”

Sunday: Debbie Macomber, New York Times bestselling author of “Susannah’s Garden,” who has more than 60 million books in print!

Presenters:

Lynn Andrews, shaman, author of “Medicine Woman” and “Writing Spirit”

M.J. Ryan, creator of “Random Acts of Kindness” and author of “This Year I Will…”

Mimi Albert, novelist and director of the Bay Area Book Reviewers Association literary fiction section 

Martha Alderson, author of “Blockbuster Plots” and writing workshop leader

Kathy Antrim, thriller author and political columnist

Sam Barry, Harper Collins promotion manager

Robin Bartlett, publishing consultant

Hal Bennett, author of “Writing Spiritual Books”

Cara Black, Parisian mystery author

Teresa Bodwell, romance author of “Loving Mercy”

Patricia Burke, VP of Paramount Pictures

Gennifer Choldenko, author of “Al Capone Does My Shirts”

Pam Chun, author of “The Money Dragon”

Jim Duggins, LAMBDA

Gary Gach, freelance editor 

Diane Gedymin, iUniverse Editorial Director

Brad Henderson, poet, professor at UC Davis

Jackie Ivie, romance author of “Tender is The Knight”

Andy Jones, poet, professor UC Davis

Donna Levin, novelist, freelance editor, author of “Get That Novel Started”

D.P. Lyle, MD, author of “Forensics for Dummies,” co-founder of International Thriller Writers

Mary Mackey, author/poet 

Marsha Mehran, author of “Pomegranate Soup”

E.J. Muller, SF’s Noir Master

Holly Payne, author of “The Virgin Knot” and scriptwriting teacher

Dan Poynter, author of “The Self-Publishing Manual”

Teresa LeYung Ryan, author of “Love Made of Heart”

Barbara Santos, cookbook author

Dr. Leonard Shlain, author of “Art & Physics” and “The Alphabet & The Goddess”

Ann Seymour, Gentry and Fashionlines journalist

Sheldon Siegel, author of the Mike Daley legal thrillers, including “The Confession”

Jennifer Solow, author of “The Booster”

Elisa Southard, author of “Break Through the Noise” and marketing consultant

Michelle Tea, poet, author, raconteuse

Penny Warner, author of the Connor Westphal mystery series

Jacqueline Winspear, author of the Maisy Dobbs mystery series

Editors:

Paula Eykelhof, Executive Editor at Harlequin Books

Jane Fleming, Editor at Penguin Press

Alan Rinzler, Vice President at Jossey-Bass

Renee Sedliar, Editor at Marlowe

Agents:

Andree Abacassis, Ann Elmo Agency

Andrea Brown, Andrea Brown Literary Agency

Margaret Gee, Margaret Gee Literary Agent (Australia)

Lily Ghahremani, Full Circle Agency (LA)

Devorah Harris, A.L.P. Literary Agency  

Michael Larsen, Larsen Pomada Literary Agents

Laurie McLean, Larsen Pomada Literary Agents

Randi Glass Murray, Randi Murray Literary Agency

Lori Perkins, L. Perkins Agency (NYC)

Elizabeth Pomada, Larsen Pomada Literary Agents

Elise Proulx, Hill-Nadell

Amy Rennert, The Amy Rennert Agency

Laura Rennert, Andrea Brown Literary Agency

Angela Rinaldi, The Angela Rinaldi Literary Agency (LA)

Katharine Sands, Sarah Jane Freymann Literary Agency (NYC)

Robert Shepard, The Robert E. Shepard Agency

Tom Wallace, TC Wallace Ltd. (NYC)

Ted Weinstein, Ted Weinstein Literary Management

Caryn Wiseman, Andrea Brown Literary Agency

ENTER THE SECOND ANNUAL SFWC WRITING CONTEST TODAY!

Spiff up that poem, novel, memoir or children’s book and enter the second annual SFWC Writing Contest.  We’ve already begun to receive entries.  Here’s what 2007 SFWC speaker Martha Alderson of “Blockbuster Plots” has to say about writing contests:  “Entering a writing contest allows you the opportunity to make a deadline, follow the rules, and, with luck and good writing, win an endorsement from a respected organization to back your efforts. Those in the trade take contest winners seriously and, with the confidence that someone in the know has found promise in your work, are more willing to give your submission a bit more time and attention.” We couldn’t have said it better. Last year’s winners are bragging about their awards. Maybe next year it will be you!  (Rules and other information can be found at www.sfwriters.org)

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS/CONFERENCES:

Many of our distinguished presenters will be speaking at upcoming conferences and workshops, including:

LEARNING ANNEX, San Francisco, California

August 8 from 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Publishing Panel & Pitchfest for Getting Your Book Published Fast! 

Michael Larsen, Elizabeth Pomada, Hut Landon (Northern California Independent Booksellers Association,) Cynthia Di Tiberio (Harper San Francisco,) Jill Lublin (publicist,) Alan Rinzler (VP & Editor Jossey-Bass)

Panel discussion and one-on-one pitch sessions

STARWAE B&B WORKSHOP, Sonoma, California

August 19 (10-5)

How to Make Yourself Irresistible to an Agent or Editor 

Michael Larsen and Elizabeth Pomada

Informational, inspirational, entertaining.  Will cover how agents work, how publishing works, how to polish your craft, how to promote and test market your book.  One-on-one feedback on fiction and non-fiction.  A delicious lunch is included.

EAST OF EDEN CONFERENCE, Salinas, California

September 8-10 (three days)

This popular biennial conference sponsored by the Santa Clara County chapter of the California Writers Club, is a three-day celebration of the written word. This year’s featured speakers include Jean M. Auel, Dorothy Allison, Adrienne Barbeau, James D. Houston, Christopher Reich and many more. For more go to: http://www.southbaywriters.com/conference2006/index.html.

KUDOS FROM OUR 2006 ATTENDEES:

Sheila wrote: “I learned so much, met so many terrific people and was just flabbergasted about your beautiful city, so much so that I’m looking forward to seeing it again next year...  I returned home full of enthusiasm to get out the chapters that the four agents I had met had given me permission to send.”

Marya wrote: “Being in the room where speed-dating with agents and editors was happening felt like swimming in a sea of stories, and I came away filled to the brim with enthusiasm.  The tremendous vision and discipline I saw in each of the writers, publishers, and agents I met gave me hope for the world.  Many of us are creating new worlds in our fiction, some are crafting new tools for leading more productive and potent lives, and most are finding in the community of writers a world of tools for building a better society.   Bless you, bless you, bless you.”
A SFWC SUCCESS STORY:

Authors tell us they are published as a direct result of the San Francisco Writers Conference. Here’s one such tale:

We heard from our agent, Sharlene Martin, that you know we had a book picked up as a result of our attendance at the SFWC last year!  Our book, “Becoming a Mother Without Losing Yourself,” is being published by AMACOM, and we are so thrilled.  It would never have happened without the conference and all the generous hard work you put into it!  Thank you!  

--Joelle K. Jay, Ph.D. & Amy Kovarick, Life Coaches

ATTEND SFWC FOR FREE!

The San Francisco Writers Conference needs your help to survive and thrive. We need volunteers throughout the year – people who know public relations, publicity, marketing, bookkeeping, website updating, or can do office work. Would you like to help us find sponsors? Arrange scholarships? We also need volunteers during the conference itself. Essentials: a cheerful, can-do attitude, an imaginative, curious self-starter who loves books and authors and is willing to think out-of-the-box and have fun! Rewards: doing and learning new things, making wonderful new friends, occasional meals, having fun – and attending the conference for free. To learn more about these positions, call Elizabeth Pomada at 415-673-0939 or send her an email at sfwriterscon@aol.com.  Sign up NOW!

Our website has a lot of new information on it, so please visit www.sfwriters.org for all the latest and greatest.  We so look forward to seeing you in February.  It seems like a long time in the future, but registrations are rolling in.  Don’t get surprised by another sold-out event. Register early.  On November 1st the registration fee increases by $100.

To respond to any of these items, please email Elizabeth Pomada at sfwriterscon@aol.com.

Yours for good books that sell, especially when they’re yours!

Michael Larsen, Elizabeth Pomada and Wendy Nelder

SFWC co-founders
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