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THANK YOU!

The Third Annual San Francisco Writers Conference is officially over, and boy what an event it was! Once again the conference was sold out, with 300 writers, and more than 100 presenters, staff and volunteers on hand for three full days of total writing immersion. The InterContinental Mark Hopkins Hotel met with rave reviews from conference attendees, and the hotel staff was gracious as well as helpful throughout the weekend. We successfully published an anthology of writing from attendees, contest winners, presenters and volunteers in collaboration with lulu.com. And our inaugural writing contest was a smash hit.

We have already received more than two dozen super-early-bird registrations for the 2007 conference--people who saved more than $200 off their fees by paying for next year's conference prior to February 25th. And we have lots of wonderful presenters confirmed for next year including: Daisy Maryles, Executive Editor of Publisher's Weekly; Firoozeh Dumas, author of Funny in Farsi; New York Times Best-Selling novelist Debbie Macomber; and authors Lynn Andrews and Sheldon Siegal among others.

Save the date: President's Day Weekend, February 16-18, 2007.  We will once again be at the fabulous InterContinental Mark Hopkins Hotel.  The SFWC discounted room rate will be $142 per night! 

We'd like to once again thank our sponsors, for without them we could not put on a world-class conference: Writer's Digest Books, J-P Graphics, The Examiner, John Wiley & Sons, Sourcebooks, Lulu.com, iUniverse, Inspired Type, Antrim Construction, Pat Kuleto's Restaurant Group, Pompeii's Grotto, Town's End Bakery & Restaurant, Boudin Bakery, Whole Foods, The Writer, One Story and Grace Cathedral.

INTERNS WANTED:

The conference has grown to such a large operation, we have decided to seek out interns who are willing to dedicate 4 hours per week during the year managing several important tasks. They would be rewarded with free admission to the 2007 San Francisco Writers Conference. Specifically we are looking for:

* Administrative Intern

* Sponsorship Intern

* Publicity Intern

To learn more about these positions, call Elizabeth Pomada at 415-673-0939.

COMMENTS PLEASE?

We depend on our conference family--the attendees, presenters, staff and volunteers--to help make our conference better each year. Please take a moment and jot down ways we can improve any aspect of the conference experience, as well as anything you felt was extraordinary. Email your prose to larsenpoma@aol.com and put "SFWC Comments" in the subject header. You can also mail your comments to us at: SFWC, 1029 Jones St., San Francisco, CA 94109.

2006 SFWC LULU ANTHOLOGY:

If you haven't yet purchased our anthology, Building Bridges from Writers to Readers: San Francisco Writers Conference Anthology, 2006, please go to www.lulu.com and enter "SFWC" in the 'search for' box. There you will be able to purchase either a trade paperback with glossy full-color cover for $14.99, or a premium quality hardback with deluxe linen cover and full-color dust jacket for $24.99. More than a keepsake, this anthology will provide inspiration and memories from your 2006 SFWC experience.

FRANK YERBY SYMPOSIUM ANNOUNCED:

On Saturday, May 13th, beginning at 2:00 PM, the Frank Yerby Renaissance Project will host the first-ever Frank Yerby Symposium at the Theatre and Lecture Halls located at the Oakland Museum, 1000-Oak Street, Oakland, California.

Frank Yerby, an African American novelist, gave the world a body of literature that inspired and thrilled millions of readers. A brilliant story teller and intellectual giant, at the time of his death in 1991 Yerby had sold close to 100 million books in eighty-two countries and in twenty three languages. In all Yerby wrote thirty-three novels. Four of his works, The Foxes of Harrow, The Golden Hawk, Pride’s Castle and The Saracen Blade were made into Hollywood movies. Yet, Yerby is a virtual unknown to most readers … particularly to African- Americans.

"One of the reasons for his anonymity is that Yerby is not without controversy," says Dr. Eugene Stovall, Director of the Frank Yerby Renaissance Project. "Some say that his novels are merely pulp fiction. And his contemporaries, such as Arna Bontemps and Langston Hughes criticize him as being purely commercial." Yet, Yerby's works are meticulously researched. And Darwin Turner, a recognized Black scholar, asserts that Frank Yerby is a major contributor to African American thought.

Yerby was the first multiculturalist. He actually achieved objectivity in his writings that made him blind to race or creed. One of Yerby's books, An Odor Of Sanctity is a triumph of multi-culturalism. Christians, Jews and Muslims, all interact without contrivance and within their own cultural imperatives.

"I have received correspondence from all over the United States and the world from many different cultures about how Frank Yerby's works have touched their lives," Stovall asserted. "He is as respected at the Free University of Potsdam as he is in India."

The Frank Yerby Symposium will feature Owen Lasster, Executive Vice President of the William Morris Agency as its Special Guest. Mr. Lasster was Frank Yerby's former literary agent. In addition, the Symposium's Honorary Chairman will be Dr. James Lee Hill whose PhD dissertation was based upon personal interviews with Frank Yerby and Darwin Turner. The symposium will also have on hand Yerby scholars, Dr. Valerie Crawford, Georgia Perimeter, Dr. Gene Jarrett, University of Maryland and Dr. John Charles, North Carolina State University will present papers. Panel discussions will include panelists such as Charlie Russell, writer and producer of "Five On The Black Hand Side", Willie Thompson, Sociology Department San Francisco City College, Raymond Holbert, Artist, San Francisco City College, Arthur Monroe, Artist, Oakland Museum, Lora Roberts, mystery writer, Reginald Lockett, Poet, Dr. Barbara Cannon, Merritt College, Rick Moss, Director, African-American Museum and Library of Oakland and Dr. Kitty Epstein, Holy Names College.

The Symposium will present the papers, which will be followed by a panel discussion and audience participation. Afterwards there will be a hosted hors d'oeuvres, salads and desserts and a no-host bar. There will be musical entertainment while selected vendors will sell books, present art and offer other delights. There is every intention to show video clips of interviews with some of Yerby's agents, editors and publishers. Afterwards Mr. Lasster will be introduced for remarks. Finally, the 1947 film, The Foxes of Harrow, will be shown in the museum theatre.

Symposium tickets are $25. The seating in the museum theatre is a maximum of 250 seats. There will be two showing of The Foxes of Harrow. The maximum tickets available for this event is 500 and will be sold on a first come first serve basis. Tickets can be ordered by email: estovall@rcn.com or by calling 510-530-7883. For more information: www.frankyerby.com

