
San	
  Francisco	
  Writer’s	
  Conference	
  
Picture	
  This!	
  How	
  To	
  Write	
  Picture	
  Books	
  That	
  Reach	
  a	
  Wide	
  Audience	
  
Pam	
  Berkman’s	
  Resource	
  List	
  
	
  
MARKET	
  RESEARCH	
  
	
  
Twitter	
  
Manuscript	
  wish	
  list	
  #MSWL	
  
Picture	
  book	
  pitch	
  party	
  #PBPitch,	
  	
  http://www.pbpitch.com/pbpitch-­‐twitter-­‐event.html	
  
Follow	
  agents,	
  agencies,	
  editors,	
  publishing	
  houses	
  and	
  imprints	
  
	
  
Publishers	
  Marketplace,	
  $25/month,	
  free	
  abbreviated	
  Publishers	
  Lunch	
  newsletter	
  
https://www.publishersmarketplace.com/	
  
	
  
Writers	
  Digest	
  Children's	
  Writer's	
  &	
  Illustrator's	
  Market	
  
	
  
WORD	
  COUNT	
  
	
  
Wordcount	
  Dracula	
  (Jennifer	
  Laughran)	
  	
  
http://literaticat.blogspot.com/2011/05/wordcount-­‐dracula.html	
  
https://www.arbookfind.com/	
  
	
  
PLOT/NARRATIVE	
  ARC	
  
	
  
Four	
  act	
  structure	
  

1. Opening	
  scene	
  (the	
  way	
  life	
  is	
  now)	
  
2. Catalyst	
  (inciting	
  incident)	
  
3. Plot	
  point	
  1	
  (clear	
  choice	
  to	
  move	
  into	
  act	
  2)	
  
4. Midpoint	
  (point	
  of	
  no	
  return)	
  
5. Plot	
  point	
  2	
  (all	
  is	
  lost,	
  but	
  a	
  possible	
  solution	
  appears	
  and	
  the	
  hero	
  is	
  resurrected	
  to	
  

move	
  into	
  act	
  3)	
  
6. Climax	
  (protagonist	
  vs	
  antagonist)	
  
7. Resolution	
  (glimpse	
  of	
  new	
  life)	
  

	
  
Save	
  the	
  Cat	
  Blake	
  Snyder	
  
Save	
  the	
  Cat	
  Writes	
  a	
  Novel	
  Jessica	
  Brody	
  
The	
  Weekend	
  Novelist	
  Robert	
  J.	
  Ray	
  and	
  Bret	
  Norris	
  
Screenplay	
  Syd	
  Field	
  
	
  
CRAFT	
  AND	
  MECHANICS	
  OF	
  PICTURE	
  BOOK	
  WRITING	
  
	
  
Society	
  of	
  Children’s	
  Book	
  Writers	
  and	
  Illustrators,	
  $95/first	
  year,	
  then	
  $80	
  (they	
  have	
  reduced	
  
student	
  rates,	
  also	
  explore	
  site	
  for	
  grants	
  and	
  scholarships)	
  
https://www.scbwi.org	
  


