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Smart Author Podcast 

• Launched October, 2017 

• Teaches evergreen best practices that help 
authors publish with greater pride, professionalism 
and success 

• Hundreds of thousands of downloads! 

• Presented as a masterclass:  Starts with basics of 
e-publishing and progresses logically step-by-step 
to advanced topics (not an interview show) 

• Initially I planned to do about 12 episodes and 
stop.  I’m at 17 with more planned for 2020 

• See https://smashwords.com/podcast for all 
episodes and their full edited transcripts. 

https://smashwords.com/podcast


Selecting Equipment 

When I first began selecting my equipment, I found the 
plethora of choice was almost paralyzing.   

On the next two slides is a complete summary of tools and 
services purchased and utilized between 2016 and 2018, all of 
which was recommended by other podcasters.  The 
microphone’s USB cable plugs directly into my laptop. 

All components are still available for purchase today, though I 
expect new and improved models of each might also be 
available (I can’t pinpoint any glaring areas of inadequacy – 
I’m happy with how everything performed here). 

I’d never suggest that my equipment is the best equipment, or 
the best path.  But I can say that if you get this equipment 
only, you’ll be able to produce a quality show once you learn 
mic technique and how to use Audacity (or whatever you 
choose for recording software and post-production). 

If you like the sound and production quality of SMART 
AUTHOR, this is what produced it.   



Recording Equipment Checklist   

 

 Audio-Technica ATR2100-USB Cardioid Dynamic 

USB/XLR Microphone  ($79) 

 RODE PSA1 Swivel Mount Studio Microphone 

Boom Arm ($99) 

 On Stage MY-420 Studio Microphone Shock 

Mount ($99) 

 Dragonpad USA Pop filter Studio Microphone Mic 

Wind Screen Pop Filter Swivel Mount 360 Flexible 

Gooseneck Holder ($25) 

 Sony MDR7506 Professional Large Diaphragm 

Headphone ($80) 



Post production software and 

services checklist 

 Audacity (free software for recording, editing and 

producing)   

 Intro and outro music licensed from Pond5.com 

(<$80)  Love this service. 

 Libsyn RSS distribution ($5-$15/month) 

 Transcription ($1 per recorded minute at rev.com 

– highly recommended!) 

 Artwork (DIY with Canva [free], or hire a graphic 

designer to create the various image assets – 

Libsyn has good FAQs on the recommended 

images and dimensions for the various podcast 

directories such as Apple Podcasts) 

 

 

 



Wing it or script it? 

 

 
I’ve done both.  I tried speaking from an outline, and 

from a script.  For a show like Smart Author where I 

aim to make advanced knowledge easily accessible 

to all, I found scripting produces a better quality 

episode.  It records faster, sounds better, serves 

listeners better and requires less audio editing.   

 

If you do script your show, do a dry run recording to 

rehearse.  I find that if I run out of breath before the 

end of a written sentence, or if I stumble over words, 

it’s a sign that the script’s sentence needs a revision.  

You need adequate oxygen to speak! 

 

Who knew podcasting could involve so much writing 

and breathing? 

 



Smart Author Podcast Episode 

Summary 

ALL EPISODES CAN BE FOUND AT https://smashwords.com/podcast OR ANYWHERE FINE PODCASTS 

ARE FOUND 

 

• EO - Series Trailer (4 minutes) (Show notes)  Released 10/20/17 

• E1 - 7 Trends Shaping the Future of Authorship  (23 minutes) (Show notes)  Released 10/27/17 

• E2 - Introduction to Ebook Publishing (37 minutes) (Show notes) Released 10/27/17 

• E3 - Best Practice Secrets of the Bestselling Authors (74 minutes) (Show notes) Released 10/27/17 

• E4 - How to Sell More Ebooks with Preorders (23 minutes)  (Show notes)  Released 10/27/17 

• E5 - Working with Beta Readers  (23 minutes) (Show notes) Released 11/3/17 

• E6 - Marketing to Libraries (21 minutes) (Show notes)  Released 11/10/17 

• E7 - Smashwords Survey 2017 (51 minutes) (Show notes)  Released 11/17/17 

• E8 - The Art of Delusion (27 minutes) (Show notes)  Released 11/24/17 

• E9 - The Indie Author Manifesto (42 minutes) (Show notes) Released 12/8/17 

• E10 - Book Marketing, Part 1 of 6  (41 minutes) (Show notes) Released 12/22/18 

• E11 - Book Marketing, Part 2 of 6  (42 minutes) (Show notes) Released 12/29/18 

• E12 - Autopilot Book Marketing, Part 3 of 6 (44 minutes)  (Show notes) Released 1/6/18 

• E13 - Book Marketing Promotion Part 4 of 6 (38 minutes) (Show notes)  (Released January 12) 

• E14 - Book Marketing - Social Media Strategies - Part 5 of 6 (Show notes) (Released January 19, 

2018) 

• &nbsp; 

• E15 - Book Marketing - How to Earn Free Press Coverage - Part 6 of 6 (Show notes) (Released 

January 26) 

• E16 - Publishing in the Classroom (17 minutes) (Show notes) (Released April 27, 2018) 
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The Story Behind Smart Author 

 

 

 

The story involves cats and chickens 

 
https://www.smashwords.com/podcast/19  
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LEARN TO PUBLISH EBOOKS 

WITH GREATER SUCCESS 



Learn Ebook Publishing  

Best Practices 

 

• Smashwords Book Marketing Guide (how to market any 
book at no cost) 

• Secrets to Ebook Publishing Success (best practices of 
successful authors) 

• Smashwords Style Guide (how to format an ebook) 

 

http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/52
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