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Our Research Background
Law 

● Statutes
● Case citations

Cybernetics

● White papers
● Patient feedback
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Path to Publication
2017-2019 

● Indie published military sci-fi trilogy
● DIY MFA
● Crash courses - editing, formatting, advertising, promotion
● 500,000+ words!

2020-2021
● Genre shift to Urban Fantasy (write what you love)
● Agented just prior to self publication
● Trilogy sold to TOR
● Pandemic delays
● 300,000+ words!



Research Goals & Tactics
“Goal - to  write an immersive secondary 
fantasy.”

“Goal - to write alternate history.”

“Goal - to write historical fiction.”

Tactics are the steps you 
take to accomplish your 
goal:
● Find Your Sources
● Interviews
● Questionnaires
● Libraries
● Online venues
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Lock Down the Basics
Create a Timeline and 
Budget.
 

● Are you someone who has to do all 
your research first and then start 
drafting?

● Are you a discovery writer?
● Will you need a sensitivity reader or 

similar feedback? 



Research Toward Your Goal
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Fantasy Fiction

Historical Fiction

Alternate History



Focus On Your Story
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Character

Plot

Worldbuilding
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Sources
Free
 

● Online Sources
a. Project Gutenberg

● Communities like
a. Reddit
b. Facebook

● Personal Interviews
● Public Library
● University Libraries

Paid
 

● JSTOR (100 free articles)
● Travel
● Buying reference books
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More Online Sources
● www.refseek.com - Academic Resource Search. More than a billion sources: encyclopedia, monographies, magazines.

● www.worldcat.org - a search for the contents of 20 thousand worldwide libraries. Find out where lies the nearest rare book you 
need.

● https://link.springer.com - access to more than 10 million scientific documents: books, articles, research protocols.

● www.bioline.org.br is a library of scientific bioscience journals published in developing countries.

● http://repec.org - volunteers from 102 countries have collected almost 4 million publications on economics and related science.

● www.science.gov is an American state search engine on 2200+ scientific sites. More than 200 million articles are indexed.

● www.pdfdrive.com is the largest website for free download of books in PDF format. Claiming over 225 million names.

● www.base-search.net is one of the most powerful researches on academic studies texts. More than 100 million scientific 
documents, 70% of them are free

http://www.refseek.com/
http://www.worldcat.org/
https://link.springer.com/
http://www.bioline.org.br/
http://repec.org/
http://www.science.gov/
http://www.pdfdrive.com/
http://www.base-search.net/
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Why I Love Wikipedia



Research Tip

● Academics Paper authors often retain 
their own copyrights.

● You can email them to ask for an excerpt, 
or even the entire paper.

● Ask how they would like their name to 
read in credits/acknowledgements.
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Interviews

● People are often willing to help out.
● Be respectful of others’ time.
● Unpaid Labor v. Industry expertise
● Honorarium

Vee/Bebelle



Vee/Bebelle

Translations

● The largest issue is not being able to 
rely on original source material.

● Translations are often expensive and 
not in the public domain.

● Beware the Colonial Lens



Colonial Lens
Myths and Legends of China, by E. T. C. Werner (1922)
“Physical, Emotional, and Intellectual Characters

“The physical characters of the Chinese are too well known to need detailed recital. The original immigrants 
into North China all belonged to blond races, but the modern Chinese have little left of the immigrant 
stock...The stature and weight of brain are generally below the average. 

Emotionally the Chinese are sober, industrious, of remarkable endurance, grateful, courteous, and 
ceremonious, with a high sense of mercantile honour, but timorous, cruel, unsympathetic, mendacious, and 
libidinous.

Intellectually they were until recently, and to a large extent still are, non-progressive, in bondage to uniformity 
and mechanism in culture, imitative, unimaginative, torpid, indirect, suspicious, and superstitious.

The character is being modified by intercourse with other peoples of the earth and by the strong force of 
physical, intellectual, and moral education.”
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Panning for Gold
Myths and Legends of China, by E. T. C. Werner (1922)

● 320 pages of gathered stories
● Copious index
● References to the Chinese source work.
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Source Texts
Монголын нууц товчоо

蒙古秘史》; pinyin: Měnggǔ Mìshǐ; lit. 

'Mongol Secret History'
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinyin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literal_translation
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Interrogate the Work

● Who
● When
● Translator Bias
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Assumptions
● We wanted Chinese 

monsters.
● We got ghosts.
● Lots of ghosts and demons.

● Western myth had more 
corporeal monsters.

● Beware the Māmeido issue.
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More Assumptions
● Western Dragons breath fire.
● Chinese Dragons are more 

often associated with  
weather, clouds, rain.

● Phoenix/Fenghuang
● Fenghuang is not reborn in 

flames.



Mythology v. Religion
Mythology:

Definition of myth

a usually traditional story of ostensibly 
historical events that serves to unfold 
part of the world view of a people or 
explain a practice, belief, or natural 
phenomenon

Religion:

Definition of religion
1: a personal set or institutionalized system of 
religious attitudes, beliefs, and practices

2a(1): the service and worship of God or the 
supernatural
(2): commitment or devotion to religious faith 
or observance
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https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/ostensibly


Be Respectful 
“Featuring Shiva from Indian culture. Included is the 
deity lore, a cleric domain and paladin oath as well as 
avatar stats.”
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Consistency

● Kitsune
● Gumiho/Kumiho
● Hulijing

● Yokai/Yaoguai
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Don’t Fear Asking Questions


